
     

RLS Under Construction 

Big changes are taking place within Hunter Park as part of the BNSF Overpass Project.    
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Dave Buntsô Words Oô Wisdom 

By now, you all know that the railroad is shut down due to circumstances 

beyond our control. With that being said things are moving forward 

against all odds.  The new station on Marlborough is being worked on.  

The track to the platform is done, and we will finish the tangent sections 

at the platform this coming work day. We could have probably done it 

with the crew that worked the track on the first couple of days, but Tom Edgarôs tractor 

is going to do with amazing facility what we had to do with a wheelbarrow, and some 

seriously sore muscles. I felt that killing a couple of members moving rock would not 

look good on the resume. 

The Hunter has been brought down for some long needed repairs/refurbishment. Larry 

Jongerous has taken the mechanical portion of the work, Paul Quick volunteered to 

work his paint magic on the tender and cab, and Ron Wilkerson is handling the wheels 

and axels on the tender. A group effort to be sure, but with the quality of work that these 

folks do, I am not real concerned about the outcome.   

We have pulled up about 800 feet of track to allow for the road widening.  It is going to 

take all of us, working almost every weekend to get the railroad back in operation.  Back 

in the day when we were laying a lot of track with the plastic tie program, we could do 

about 200 feet of curve, and more if it was tangent.  The contractor has promised us a 

graded roadbed, and with that being said, we should be able to do the same amount of 

work in a day.  It is a long push, and looks like a whole bunch of work. It is, but we have 

the ability with the work crews that we get out to make relatively easy days of it. 

There is one impediment that I can see on 

the Horizon. George Pruitt has set the first 

weekend in May as the RLS invitational in 

Ridgecrest. It might be worth skipping a 

work day to go up and play trains. George 

and his wife Linda pull out all the stops for 

visitors, and it is a most pleasant 

adventure. Besides, I may get another crack at Bruiser, which as far as I am concerned, 

is just plain outstanding.  

Get ready for more work, itôs here, and we will make our railroad run again in short 

order. 

 

Bunts 

 

    

You know youôre addicted to 

live-steaming whené 

You shake uncontrollably as another 

RLS run day passes by with no trains 

on the mainline. 
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Destruction Construction 

With so much infrastructure 

work happening around the RLS and 

Hunter Park, inevitably there was 

going to have to be some destruction 

prior to the actual construction of the 

BNSF overpass.  What has been 

building for the past six months, has 

finally reached the point where RLS 

would be profoundly impacted.  On 

Wednesday, April 1st, several RLS 

members (Bob Beard, Dave Bunts, Bill 

Hesse, Bill McLaughlin, George 

Bartlow, Ken Casford, Paul Quick) 

made a special trip out to the park to 

begin removing the yard leads and 

mainline between Columbia Station 

and East switch of Panoramic Siding.  

On Thursday, the crew returned to 

finish the job.  In all, nearly 800 feet of 

track was removed to make way for a 

new pipeline that will run between our 

compound and the Columbia Yard.  It 

also allowed construction workers to 

begin grading for the new side-road 

that will allow RLS members access to 

the compound once the overpass is 

complete.   

The question on nearly everyoneôs mind is how long will it be before we can 

restore our tracks and have a run day?  The best guesstimates thus far have been 

somewhere in the area of mid to late May.  However,  between now and late-May (?), 

Columbia Street construction crews will grade the access street, building a brick 

retaining wall for the yard leads and main line, and create a new right-of-way for us to 

relay our tracks on.  For the latest news and information, keep checking our website 

(www.steamonly.org).  A big thanks to Brook for keeping our website up to date! 

  

Looking east from just above the compound. 

Looking west from the Columbia Yard. 

http://www.steamonly.org/
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Red Letter Day 

On a warm March 8, the Casfordôs mighty 4-8-4 pulled into the Columbia Station, 

loaded its train with passengers, and made the final lap of the day.  This, however, was 

a historic final lap:  when the train returned and unloaded the passengers, the Columbia 

Station was officially decommissioned.  Though there was no fanfare, the moment 

brought to an end over forty years of history. 

Built in the late 1960ôs, the station 

platform has served tens of thousands of 

parents and kids, all waiting for a ride on our 

famed railroad.  Even the editor of this 

newsletter can remember being very young, 

standing in line and looking through the 

wrought iron fence at an approaching train, 

hoping this would be the one to take him 

around the park. 

The decommissioning also is a 

reminder of things to come:  Currently, the 

RLS is installing the leads to the ñTemporaryò 

Marlboro Station.  According to the Riverside 

Parks Department master plan, this station will stand for approximately two years.  

During that time, Hunter Park will receive its face lift which will include the construction 

of a new, permanent station on the east side of the park. 

 

RLS Memberôs Private Railroad Under Attack 

 This looks like another moment to circle the box cars:  RLS Member Rob Diehl 

has come under attack by the local county government for his railroad in Williams, 

Arizona.  According to Rob, the Coconino County officials became interested in his 

operation only after a local news paper ran a story about his mile-long railroad located 

on his property (http://www.williamsnews.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&subsectionID=1&articleID=8637).  

Now, county officials argue that when Rob invites people to his railroad for rides, it 

becomes a ñpublic attractionò and is thus subject to taxes totaling upwards to $750 per 

month.   

One county official is quoted as saying, ñHaving a hobby railroad on your 

property is not a problem. Having a public attraction brings it into a different realm.  We 

need to determine how to classify the use, so that we can determine what steps the 

property owner needs to take in order to get it in conformance with the zoning.ò  Further, 

she says, ñIf it's not listed, it's prohibited.ò The officials have threatened Rob with the 

removal of his railroad.  Visit Robôs website (http://www.redlakerailroad.com/) for more 

information and to show him your support.   

The local news paper has run a follow-up story at the following location: 

http://williamsnews.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&subsectionID=1&articleID=8749. 

  

Columbia Station on February 8, 2009:  one month prior 
to being decommissioned. 

http://www.williamsnews.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&subsectionID=1&articleID=8637
http://www.redlakerailroad.com/
http://williamsnews.com/main.asp?SectionID=1&subsectionID=1&articleID=8749
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What happened to the March issue of the Chronicle? 

 For those who are wondering if the mailman or the internet lost your copy of the 

March issue of the RLS Chronicle, this article is for you.  If you really donôt care about 

the March issue, then skip to the next article: itôs far more interesting.  For those still 

reading, the answer is simple:  major computer problems.  The editing computer used to 

produce the Chronicle had a major failure in February.  Technicians (over the phone) 

did their best to diagnose and fix the problem throughout most of March.  Finally, the 

afflicted computer was sent to Ohio for repair and returned on April 6th.  So far, 

everything seems in working order and the editor is happy to be back in action. 

 

RLS has a new Station 

 Shortly after the March 8 run day, construction crews of the 

BNSF Overpass Project came to the RLS and began a semi-

complex move of the Columbia Stationôs awning.  Over a period of 

two days, crews stabilized, cut and then lifted the entire awning (in 

two pieces) and transported it to 

the new pad on the south side of 

the park.  Once there, they fitted 

it to the new support abutments 

and installed new wrought-iron 

fencing for the cue line.  Thatôs 

when RLS crews moved in to 

connect the new station to the 

mainline. 

 Beginning March 14, 

crews laid in the mainline 

switches to carry trains into the new Marlboro station.  

Then, on the 28th, RLS crews started the process of 

trenching for a pipe that became the water supply to 

fill thirsty locomotives.  April 4th saw a whole boat load 

of RLS members (twenty in all) who came to lay 

switches and track for the series of sidings at 

Marlboro.   On April 18th, tracks are to be fitted into 

the sidings to complete the process, so come down 

and lend a hand!  As soon as the current phase of 

BNSF construction finishes, we will inaugurate and 

begin using the new Marlboro station.   

Now, not only do we have a new station, but 

RLS will finally have a siding on the straight-away 

which will come in very handy for our bi-directional 

runs during the summer evenings. 

 


